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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 
For: 



Examiner: 
Attorney Docket: 



Nissen et al. 
Unknown 
August 4, 2003 

TRAMPOLINE HAVING A CURVED FRAME 
WITH BETTER JUMPING CHARACTERISTICS 

Unknown 

11176.06 



Art Unit 
Unknown 



TRANSMITTAL OF 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Transmitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement (form 1449A/PTO 
modified) along with the references and a return receipt postcard. The Information 
Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing of 
the above-captioned application, or date of entry into the national stage of an international 
application, or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits whichever 
occurs last. 37 CFR 1 .97(b). 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information of which they 
are aware, which they believe may be material to the examination of this application and in 
respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .56. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made (37 CFR 1.97(g)), an admission that the 
information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability or that no other material 
information exists. 



The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 
25. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any necessary fees 
associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
50-1141. 



Respectfully submitted this the 4 in day of August, 2003. 




STEVEN G. ROEDER 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 37,227 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR §1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
First Class Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Patent Application, Commissioner 
for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on this the 4 m day of August, 2003. 

S A-n STEVEN G. ROEDER, Attorney for Applicant-Registration No. 37,227 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB 
control number. 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Unknown 



8/4/2003 



Nissen et al. 



Unknown 



Unknown 



Sheet 



1 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



11176.06 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Issue Date MM- 
DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number - Kind Code 2 (if known) 




AA 


6,135,922 


10/2000 


Nissen 






AB 


3,201,123 


8/1965 


Nissen 






AC 


4,478,420 


10/1984 


Sowards 






AD 


5,711,743 


1/1998 


Nichols, Jr. et al. 






AE 


5,941,798 


8/1999 


Coan et al. 






AF 


6,053,845 


4/2000 


Publicover et al. 









































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code 3 - Number 4 - Kind Code 5 {if known) 













































































































1 Examiner 




Date 




I Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 
3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231. 



PTO/SB/08B (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB 
control number. 



Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 



STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Unknown 



8/4/2003 



Nissen et al. 



Unknown 



Unknown 



Sheet 



Attorney Docket Number 



11176.06 



OTHER PRIOR ART -- NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 2 




AG 


JumpSport™ Home Page, Trampoline Court™, 1 page, dated December 15, 1997. 
http://www .jumpsport.com/ 






AH 


JumpSport™ brochure on the Trampoline Court™, Safety Enclosure System, 2 pages, not dated. 






Al 


Ultimate Basketball Experience, Spaceball, Ltd. 6914 Rockingham Dr., SW Cedar Rapids, 1A, 52404, 1 
page, ©JumpShot 1997. 






AJ 


Spaceball © color brochure, 2 pages, not dated. 






AK 


Spaceball © illustrated by Echo Fox, Patent Applied for 1981 . 






AL 


Brochure on Spaceball, Spaceball is played everywhere . . . , 1 page, not dated. 






AM 


Crochure on General Rules and Spaceball Scoring . . . , Nissen Corporation, 930 27 th Ave., S.W., 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, not dated. 






AN 


Advertising materials with illustrations on NISSEN SPACEBALL, 2 pages, not dated. 





1 Examiner 




Date 


I 


| Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington, DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 2023 



